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| LIVING THE FAITH |

Kent State Seeds a Ministry

By Pawela Coringr Leavy

M THE EARLY MORMNING OF May 4, the

Rev, Barbara Child is standing vigil in
a blocked-off section of a Kent State
University  parking lot. In this exace
location 340 Years ago, 5;|r|-.|}' Scheuer
was shot and killed by Ohio narional
guardsmen as Child stood nearby. Today,
surrounded by fHowers, candles, and
poignant messages written in chalk on
the .uplull;, the frZ-}'e:;lr-n]d Chald, now
minister of the UU Church of Tampa,
FL. and chair of the UUA Commussion
on Soclal Witness, is holding 2 heavy
glass lantern. A small woman with silvery
whire hair, she grasps the lantern care-
fully, so that the flickering candle mside
doesn't flicker our.

The day of the shootings, Child, then
a 313!-1.,';*,1r-n|4,| ASEASTANT |1mﬂ~\.~.nr of
English and member of the UU Church
of Akron, stood outside a clssroom
building as National Guardsmen fired 67
bullets inio a crowd of abour 1,000 stu-
denis. When the gunfire ended, four lay
dead or dving in the parking lot. Mine
others were wounded, including one
who was paralyzed for life. Childs own
life was r.'h:iﬂt,y,‘d forever

Beferring to people like hercelf
who've kepr the memory of thar dav
alive, she says, “We call Kent the killing
ground, and it certainly was thar, Bur it
was also 3 testing ground, The questions
I faced included ‘Do you pay attention
to injustce and human suffering® Do
vou allow pain? Do you allow change
ind” I learned we either change or die,
and people work incredibly hard not o
change™

Child was soon spending much of her
spare time doing volunteer work for the
ACLL on behalf of the shooting victims
and their families, By 1973, frustraced by
the ACLUY lack of interest in women's
issues and believing she could be a more
effective change agent with a law
degree, she had begun atending law
school at night at the University of
Akron.

[n 1977, when university ofheials
annoumnces] plans to build a gymnasium
where the guardimen had skirmished

50 veworLn

The Rew Barbara Clild stands vagi! ar Kent Seate 30 years after tihe shoonings

with students before the shootings, Clald
Joined protesters who spent the swmmer
in a tent city erected on the site. The
protest failed. Yet Child expresses only
gratitude for her whole Kent State expe-

San Francisco to teach at the Golden
Gate University Law School, and in
1985 she joined the law faculty ar the
University of Florida in Gamesville,

Active in the UU Fellowship of

rience V'l am l_fll.ltl:'lllll, as awhal o= it was, Gaimnesville, Child  cochaired  the
for being part of Florida [District
what  happened,” . Women and
she says. | had a WE Ea“ [{_E]"It thE F.eligion
choice as to ip s . Comnuttes  from
whether o put ! klulng gmund-. and 1€ 19690 vo 1992 Ar a
on  blinders or women and reli-

feel pain and face
change. Kent State
forced
change in a big

me L &%)

way.”

Child left Kent
Seate m 1978, when she passed the bar
cxain and _ju-illnl the county ]t.'g.|| aid

office, where she focused on womens
legal issues. Then, in 1981, she moved to

certainly was that.
But it was also a
testing ground.”

gron retreat, Child
happened to tell

ier Kent  Soate
story. Kay  John-
son, who then

attended the UU
United Fellowship in Seminele, FL, lis-
tened i|'.ll.'|rt|}'. “That was the first time
I had heard firsthand from someone
who had been at Kent Seate” says
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Johnson, a former combar nurse who
served in Vietmam. "It was hard to be in
Viemam and see people protesting the
war. It seemied like they were protesting
us, | remember not feeling thar way
anymore when [ heard Barbara speak. [
had never thought about the other side
because | was 30 engrossed in my own
feelings.” For her part, Child says it was
humbling—and relling—to discover she
could affect someone o deeply with her
storytelling,

In part because of the experience,
Child made another life-changing deci-
sion in 19493, enrolling at the Starr King
School for the Mimistry in Berkeley,
CA. Mow, as munister to the Tampa con-
gregation that called her i 1997, she
uses Bier sermons to touch people in
similar ways, whether by recounung her
pilgrimages to Kent State or by urging
congregants to wrn their own life les-
sons into meaningful action.

As affected as she has been by the
Kent State events, Child has also come
a different
meaning for each new generation.
Recemly. she says, she got upset when
the university cheir performed at a
remembrance ceremony in tuxedos and
tormal dresses mstead of the traditional
Jeans and t=shirs. “Every time [ catch

=

to rcahize that they have

myself doing something like this” she
says, it a reminder of how naturally we
PEsist L‘I'l;lr!l;;-r: and how important it 15 to
overcomte thar resistance. [t a lesson for
e that I Bave o put into practice what
I share with my congregation and teach
in leadership classes."s

Pamela Griner Leavy is a freelance writer
livie in A1 Petershurg, FL, a Unitarian
Universalise, aond  {ife  member  of  the
Meidsrain.





